i8i8	LETTER TO MURRAY
to get tlie original edition of the liyes of Cameron, etc.,
by Patrick Walker, which I had not seen since a boy,
and now I lave got it, and find, as I suspected, that
some curious morceaux have been cut out by subsequent
editors.1 I will, without loss of time, finish the article,
which I think you will like. Blackwood kidnapped an
article for his Magazine on the Frankenstein story,2
which I intended for you. A very old friend and school
companion of mine, and a gallant soldier, if ever there
was one, Sir Howard Douglas, has asked me to review
his work on Military Bridges. I must get a friend's
assistance for the scientific part, and add some balaam
of mine own (as printers' devils say) to make up four or
five pages. I have no objection to attempt Lord Orford
if I have time, and find I can do it with ease. Though
far from admiring his character, I have always had a
high opinion of his talents, and am well acquainted with
his works. The letters you have published are, I think,
his very best — lively, entertaining, and unaffected.3 I
am greatly obliged to you for these and other literary
treasures which I owe to your goodness from time to
time. Although not thankfully acknowledged as they
should be in course, these things are never thanklessly
received.
I could have sworn that Beppo was founded on Whis-
tlecraft, as both were on Anthony Hall,4 who, like
Beppo, had more wit than grace.
1	Scott expressed great satisfaction on seeing the Lives of the Covenant-
ers — Cameron, Peden, Semple, Wellwood, Caxgill, Smith, Renwiek, etc.
— reprinted without mutilation in the Biographia Presbyteriana.   Edin.
1827.   The publisher of this collection was the late Mr. John Stevenson,
long chief clerk to John Ballantyne, and usually styled by Scott " True
Jock," in opposition to one of his old master's many aliases — namely,
" Leein' Johnnie."
2	See Scott's Prose Miscellanies, vol. xviii. p. 250.
8 The Letters of Horace Walpole to George Montagu.
4 Anthony Hall is only known as Editor of one of Leland's works. I
have no doubt Scott was thinking of John Hall Stevenson, author of Crazy
Tales ; the friend, and (it is said) the Eitgenius of Sterne.

